
Additional information: 
 
Narva is the third largest town in Estonia. It is located in Ida-Virumaa County at the north-eastern 
border with Russia, 212 km away from Tallinn and 150 km to the east from St. Petersburg.  Narva 
is located just on the bank of the Narva River, 14 km away from the river mouth where the resort 
town Narva-Jõesuu is situated,.   Narva is one of the ancient settlements in Estonia. It is the town 
with rich and dramatic history, which used to be called “the pearl of Baroque” of the Baltic Sea.   
The Narva River is flowing out of Peipsi Lake and flows into the Finnish Gulf of the Baltic Sea.  
The river is the border between Estonia and Russia, moreover between EU and Russia. The 
length of the river is 77 km, of which upper stream is 40 km, 20 кm – middle, and 17 кm is lower 
stream. The average speed of the river stream is 1 m/sec, on the threshold – up to 3m/sec. The 
Narva River fall makes 30 meters. The width in the lower stream is up to 390 meters. 
The Narva River is navigable in Narva reservoir and from Narva Water Power Plant down to the 
river mouth.  
 
Some facts from the Narva River navigation history 
 

The traditions of passenger shipping on the Narva 
River is one of the longest and most valuable in 
Estonia, covering three centuries and even more 
national structures. 1872 can be considered as the 
beginning of passenger shipping as well as river 
tourism on the Narva River. It was the year when the 
first passenger ship „Alert“ started running between 
Narva and Narva-Jõesuu.   In the period from 1918 
to 1935 the exclusive operator of passenger line 
Narva - Narva-Jõesuu was A. Kochnev, the owner of 
four ships. At least two of them “Ust-Narovsk” and 

“Pavel” regularly transported passengers on the route Narva - Narva-Jõesuu.   In 1936 Narva 
Municipality purchased three ships and moorings, owned by A. Kochnev, in villages Riigi, Tõrvala 
and in Narva-Jõesuu.  To manage passenger shipping a single unit was established - Narva City 
Navigation. «The gold time» for passenger line between Narva and Jõesuu was the middle 30s, 
after that the number of visitors to Narva-Jõesuu started reducing. After the II World War, the 
navigation on the Narva River became irregular and then stopped at all.  

After the end of II World War it was 
decided to revive the passenger 
navigation on the route Narva - Narva-
Jõesuu. By the year 1950 the ships have 
been repaired.  In the coming decades, 
there were at least 24 passenger motor 
boats running along the Narva River. 
After the revival of Estonia independence, 
the capacity of passenger shipping rapidly 
reduced. Only two ships were left in the 
ownership of Narva Municipality - „M/S 
Lydia Koidula“and „M/S Kulgu“. River 
routes management became unprofitable.  

River traffic still has been operating up to the end of XX century and completely stopped in 1991. 
At present there is no ship for passenger transportation.  
 
Closest ports: 
Narva-Jõesuu Port 
The port is situated in the mouth of the Narva River, which flows into the Gulf of Narva of the 
Baltic Sea. The port is functioning as the guest port first of all for reception of foreign yachts and 



motor boats.   There are 8 different groups of moorings in the port. In 2004 the additional mooring 
for 10 yachts and season navigation signs were placed.  
In 1994 according to the decision of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communication the port 
is officially announced as the sea port, meaning it can receive sea ships.  
www.narva-joesuu.ee  
 
Toila Port 
Toila Port is situated on the northern shore of Estonia. Total territory area is 35 000m².  
On the left bank of the river there are three moorings 180 m long.  
The port is functioning as a boat port, where fishing boats and other small boats are served. Here 
Estonian regattas and championships of „Optimist“ and „Finn“ classes are organized.  
www.toila.ee 
 
Sillamäe Port 
This commercial port is situated on the southern shore of the Gulf of Narva. The total port territory 
is 211667 м2. The water area makes 390,5 hectare. 
The port location just in 25 km from Estonian-Russian border makes the port the closest one on 
the EU territory to Russia. Sillamäe port is the most eastern deep water port of the EU that can 
receive large ships that come into the Baltic sea through Dutch straits. The water depth reaches 6 
meters near the mooring Ro-Ro and 16 meters near the mooring for loading the oil products. 
Sillamäe port is open for navigation and works all the year round.   
www.silport.ee 
 
Moorings on the Russian side 
 
Fishing artel  ООО «Uniks» has two pontoon moorings on the bank of the Narva River in 
Ivangorod. Both moorings are situated on the Fisherman’s wharf, which has good access both for 
individual tourists and groups travelling by bus.   

 
Old mooring 
There used to be the mooring for passenger ships in Ivangorod, but after the transportation of 
passengers stopped, the mooring fell to ruin. Today only metal piles are left on that place. The 
location of the old mooring is very convenient for passengers and transport access.  The mooring 
is situated near the custom house just on the way to pedestrian passage to Narva. There is also a 
place for a parking lot near the restoration workshops ООО «Zodchi». 
 
«Rosson» camp 
On the territory of the camp there are capital mooring constructions in the back-water of the 
Rosson River, which are not used at the moment.  The problem is in shallow water on the way to 
the mooring.   
 
Additional information: 
http://www.narva.ee/ - general information about Narva 
http://tourism.narva.ee/ - tourist information about Narva 
http://investinnarva.ee/ - information for investors 
http://nrwr.net/ - web-site of the project “Narva River Water Routes”  
 

 


